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" The Strug

THUNDEK

Independence --

met Romulo  Betancourt

and Senor Batalla, Gov-
ernor of Caracas, and the
vouthful underground lea-
der, Vabricio Ojeda  and
Jesus Faria, the trade union
leader, and many others,

It was for them and others like
them that the Venezuelan people
togk o the streets, They up
rooted the hated dictatorship ol
Perez |imenez

S, Hetancourt 18 an old champ
of Venezuelan democracy
U'he greater part of his (ife since
1929 has bgen spent in exile

i:tl]

lesus Faria, belore the diciaio
ship, was en oll worksps' T.U
leader, Eight vears of his Iifi* WEre
spent in prison, four of them In
wolitary confinement, Many (ree
dom fighters, he told me, broke
under the torture and strain: Gquite
t 16w went mad

Fresh Air

Lhe Venezuelan peaple lm*.*lrlg
rht.‘uu.r'ﬂ all the jlll’lt"tlr'.f. tlit-fqlru‘
ship are now breathing the fresh
air of independence, For 10 I g

years they endured this hated di
iultlf*.-hi]r.

n return for imperialiss S
POF =il 15 openly admifted that

by CHEDDI
which sta

the oll interests couspired in the
averthrow of the Betancourt.Cales
legos government in 1944 - the
dictator Jimenez sirangled the
working class, trade union MmMOvVes
ment, threw thelr leaders in jail,
bullt mepuments and skyscrapers
(o impress forelgn visitors while
the mass of the people langulshed
0 poverty,

Over the past two years there
Were various counter revolutionary
{1Hr*lnl'H-': to averthirow ihie demo-
cratie regime, All these attempis
by military remnants of the pre
viois dictatoris) Fegime mel with
tallire, The peoaple came out gn
the streets and supported (he
|:r1|m|ut ll‘gill'lr' of Admiral Walls
gane Larrazabel,

Creneral Agreement

Al the last electiond the.poptlar
party, Accion Demofeatica, was
retitened at the hegd of the polls,

-'\ltlllru;.;ll the fadir lr'uthn].: {1l
tes contesied the alections there
dertfmiant in  thelt
Broad gims 18 daf2nd the revoli
flon tnd WERerve fre2dom ol the
JHEERN uHJ L'I:lilrrfr.ﬂv llii-'i!ll“';_

WHS gereril

Agelgn Democratics, the party led
by thepresshe Pres d st Sen o Ro
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sle for Venezuelay

led the lrode
ved 4 days in Veneczuela

mule Betancourt, won  most oF 115

t.-.up;mrlin the mnmfry::idr* (aracas,

the capital of Venezuela, with one-
fifth of the countey’s population,
was behind fhe © second largsst
party, 1the"URD, which backed

Iarrazabal,

Coalition
The present Government 18 &
coalition government of theees
miln, parties--the AL, (JILD), and
(ili[irf, The Cominunist Varty
whieh holds the smallest number

of seats in the National Assembly
¢ ot of the Ciovernmennt

Fhose 1n Giutluna who say
that we cannot have a coal
iion  government of the
main parties should care
fullyv note the situation in
Venezuela

All the political parties in
Venezuela are strongly antis
Hnperialist, | he peoaple of
V{'IH'!.IH'I;I ArTe Very conscious
ot the tmperialist distortion
of their economy, Nifiety
percent of the national 1n
come comies from otl, But ot

¢mploys only about 2% of
he prople,

I'iﬂ'(‘[ ! Y

I spite of the spectacular
growth and glitter of Caracas
there is great poverty in the
countryside. Most of the
leaders | have spoken to are
tully conscious of this, and
ulrr t|i'trrllliltt"l| to cﬁl’ft‘l‘fl
¢ imbalance in the crono.
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"Most favoured sue
with Venezuela The

that for 3 wide &

goods, Venezues & e lit
alter, thus raise hes G4
to  proteet her | ,;fuf&
Fhis is 2 cause :

dissatisfaction sad 4
lement, |

Dissatisfactiog
Another reason for |

isfaction is the fecent
aiéity 1O ‘ifr [ht fiewy

¢l [nrrrrhmuirn .‘ N OW
Washington instesd -

Venezuela, Appitesih We !
the first ballot, Yese i

was in the lead, but o
1 subsequent balon

It would appear (B
v perialist forees wine
ported the Jimenes
ship are busy trying®
vert the present demes
regime,  Military S8
revolutionary aticmse
constantly heing made §
by side, the imperals
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an the Government

At first, import of @
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but for sound theoretical and
practical reasons. They hav_e
experienced over 2 number
of years the reactionary role
played by monopoly foreign
capital, the support of dic-
tatorships, and the den1al of
trade union and other basic

human rieghts.

Powerful Unity

Venezuela also teaches us
that the way to fight 1m-
perialisth is to forge a pow-
erfel” uaitvy of the major
political parties of the coutys
try. T hat is why the 7/PPP
has always—before and after
the c¢lection -- advocated a
united front, coalition.gov-
ernment

Our enemies have-always
babbled about a._'parliamen-
tary opposition, What they
faill to remémber is that
what is good fer England is
not necessarily the best for
| Guiana. Great Britain is not
Suffering under the heels of
colonialiSwm. The zoloniajists
impertalists are  opposition
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Sunday, April 12,
elected were; . |
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Chairman: Thomas Sincillneésent G

Vice-Chairman: RonalGSgiio meet
Cum -

Secretary: Robert DON

Asst , Sec: Edwin ROSE

Treasurer: Maria Drepa

Commiitee Members:
duban Scmrah, bend
Kidaroe, Richard &
Kathleen Pompey. Bas

Kargie, Lailian Ragooss

Joseph Drepaul perfof
the duties of Refdh
Officer. .
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